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RATHDRUM - Community members are rallying to support a Rathdrum family whose home was destroyed by a fire 

on Monday night. 

Clothing is being sought at Penny's Pit and Dashco for Richard and Valerie Yates, their daughter and son-in-law. 

Sizes 2XL and XL for shirts and jackets are needed for the men, along with sizes 38-by-29 and 36-by-36 pants. For 

the women, size 4XL on all types of clothing is needed for one of the victims and small or medium tops and jackets 

and small pants are needed for the other.  

Toiletries, furniture, cash and household items are also being sought. 

The couple has home insurance, according to fire responders. The American Red Cross has assisted the couple 

with temporary housing. 

Richard is a crossing guard for the city and school district. Valerie was also a crossing guard before a fall that broke 

her hip. 

The cause of the fire that occurred at 7708 W. Main St. just east of Mountain View Alternative High School is still un-

der investigation. 

"We have a good idea that it started in a bedroom based on interviews and evidence," said Jim Lyon, Northern 

Lakes Fire District spokesman. "We don't believe there was anything suspicious about it." 

Lyon said the couple's insurance company is having a private investigator determine the cause. 

"There was no advantage for us to disrupt the scene when a private investigator was coming," he said. 

Two dogs and multiple cats died in the fire, Lyon said. 

Meanwhile, Northern Lakes announced on Wednesday that John Ward, a neighbor to the Yates family, will be hon-

ored on April 28 for saving Valerie's life. Valerie was using a wheelchair due to her injury. 

Ward, a lieutenant for Kootenai County Fire and Rescue, was off duty when he crawled inside the fire- and smoke-

filled home without protective gear and brought the woman outside to safety. 

"John was able to see the head of the elderly resident from underneath the smoke," according to a Northern Lakes 

statement. "John entered the home at great risk to himself and dove under the smoke and pulled the woman to safe-

ty. Through his immediate and heroic efforts, it is strongly (believed) that John saved the resident's life." 


