
Apartment fire sends two to hospital 

Posted: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:00 am 

POST FALLS - Two people were taken to the hospital and a cat died in an apartment fire Saturday at the Parkside 

Apartments, 120 E. 19th Ave. 

Kootenai County Fire and Rescue responded to the fire, which was reported shortly after 7 p.m. 

KCFR Fire Chief Warren Merritt reported that the five-unit, single story apartment building had one unit heavily in-

volved in fire, spreading to a second unit when KCFR resources arrived on scene approximately six minutes from the 

initial call. 

The fire grew quickly and was through the roof and from the eves of the structure when the fire crews began an ag-

gressive fire attack that kept the fire contained to units B4 and B5. The occupants of both units were transported to 

the hospital for possible smoke inhalation. There were no reported injuries to firefighting personnel. There is smoke 

damage throughout the building, Merritt said. 

A cat perished in Unit B5, where the fire apparently started. The cause of the fire is under investigation. There is no 

immediate estimate on the damage to the structure and contents. The damage was extensive in Unit B5 with all con-

tents being considered a total loss. The fire was brought under control in less than 30 minutes. KCFR personnel re-

mained on scene for several hours for investigation and to make the sure the fire was completely out. 

Merritt said the Red Cross was on the scene to assist with housing for displaced residents in all five units in Building 

B. The power to the building had to be disconnected as a safety precaution for firefighting personnel. 

Northern Lakes Fire District and the Coeur d'Alene Fire Department responded to assist with fire suppression efforts 

and medical care for one of the occupants who was taken to the hospital. 
 


