
Always be safety conscience whenever burning outdoors, especially during dry conditions.  All it takes 
is one spark for things to go wrong.  Most people never intend to start a wildfire, but even the best of 
intentions can produce disastrous results when safety precautions aren’t taken.  Enjoy a safe campfire 
by following these campfire safety tips:  
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Campfire Safety Guidelines: 
 Permits are generally not required for recreational/cooking campfires, but always check with your 

local fire department before burning. 
 Always call the DEQ (Dept. of Air Quality) at 1-800-633-6247 for air quality conditions.  Keep up-

to-date on fire bans in the area. 
 Never build a campfire on a windy day. Sparks or embers from the fire could travel quite a dis-

tance setting an unintentional fire 
 If on someone else’s property, always have permission before starting a campfire. 
 If burning on the shore, fire must be built above the high water mark. 

 If there is not an existing fire pit, and pits are allowed, look for a site 
that is at least fifteen feet away from tent walls, shrubs, trees or other 
flammable objects. Also beware of low-hanging branches overhead. 

 Circle the pit with rocks or be sure it already has a metal fire ring. 
 Clear a five-foot area around the pit down to the soil. 
 Keep a bucket of water and a shovel nearby. 
 Stack extra wood upwind and away from the fire. 
 After lighting, do not discard the match until it is cold. 
 Only burn untreated wood products, no garbage. 

 Keep fire small and manageable, must be approachable at all times, no bigger than 3 feet high 
and 3 feet in diameter. 

 Supervise children around campfires at all times and never allow horseplay or running near the 
campfire.  Closely supervise children while cooking over a campfire.  A flaming marshmallow can 
easily ignite a child’s clothing.  A heated metal skewer can be a burn hazard, as well as a punc-
ture hazard. 

 Never leave a campfire unattended, not even for a minute. 
 Before you leave, make sure fire is completely out, cold to the touch. 
 DO NOT delay a call for help – call the fire department immediately at the first sign of the fire get-

ting out of control. 
 


