
You can prevent tragedies simply by testing and maintaining your smoke alarms and practicing a fire escape plan.  All smoke 

alarms in your house should be tested once a month, and their batteries replaced every time you change your clocks for day-

light savings time.  It’s easy to remember….  Change your Clocks, Change your Batteries! 
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Every year in the US, about 3,000 people lose their lives in residential fires.   

Ninety-six percent of all homes have at least one smoke alarm, according to a 2010 telephone survey. Overall, three-
quarters of all U.S. homes have at least one working smoke alarm.  Almost two-thirds of home fire deaths in 2005-2009 
resulted from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms.  When smoke alarms fail to operate, it is 
usually because batteries are missing, disconnected or dead.  Almost one-quarter of the smoke alarm failures was due to 
dead batteries. 

Properly installed and maintained smoke alarms in the home 
are considered one of the best and least expensive means of 
providing an early warning of a potentially deadly fire. 
 
Smoke alarms save lives, prevent injuries, and minimize property damage 
by enabling residents to detect fires early in their development.  The risk of 
dying from fires in homes without smoke alarms is twice as high as in 
homes that have working smoke alarms. 
 
All smoke alarms should be tested at least once a month to make sure that 
they operate properly.  If a smoke alarm is battery operated, replace the 
batteries at least once a year to make sure that the alarm will work when it 
is needed.  It’s a good practice to make replacement of batteries a season-
al routine, during daylight savings time changes.   

Installation of smoke detectors 

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the basement, 
making sure that there is an alarm outside every separate sleeping area.  

Hard-wired smoke alarms operate on your household electrical current. They 
can be interconnected so that every alarm sounds regardless of the fire's 
location.   All hardwired alarms should have battery backups. 

Mount smoke alarms high on walls or ceilings (remember, smoke rises). Wall
-mounted alarms should be installed not more than 12 inches away from the 
ceiling. 

 Don't install smoke alarms near windows, doors, or ducts where drafts might 
interfere with their operation. 

Never paint smoke alarms. Paint, stickers, or other decorations could keep 
the alarms from working. 


