
  
Most Fires are Human Caused 
As many as 90 percent of wildland fires in the United States are caused by humans. Some human-
caused fires result from campfires left unattended, the burning of debris, negligently discarded ciga-
rettes and intentional acts of arson. The remaining 10 percent are started by lightning or lava.  
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The Time of the Year Matters 
The time of year influences the effects of fire. For example, wildland fire season in the western U.S. is 
June through October. In North Idaho it can even be earlier depending on the rainfall in the spring.  

Partner Agencies 
KCFR works closely with our Kootenai County Fire Chiefs Association 
partners, the Idaho Department of Lands and the Forest Service in both 
the prevention and suppression of wildland fires. Prevention is a primary 
strategy.  
 
Area fire agencies operate with limited resources and depend heavily on 
the cooperation and partnership that exists with the Local, State and  
Federal resources in the area.  Together we make a difference.         

Safety Recommendations for Smokers 
    Never throw smoking materials out of a car window. Always use your car’s ashtray and make 
sure that all cigarette butts are completely out before throwing them into the trash. As a reminder,  
all discarded material thrown from a vehicle is considered littering  - even cigarette butts. 
 In and around buildings, limit smoking to designated areas, and use approved smoking             
receptacles to extinguish and discard your smoking materials. 
 Do not discard cigarette butts in landscaped areas or potted plants.  The shredded bark and oth-
er materials used for landscaping and potting purposes can be extremely dry, very combustible, and 
can create an environment for cigarette butts to smolder or ignite. 
 Smoke only in areas that are free from excess grass and other vegetation. 
 Be aware that in many states (including Idaho) that fire restrictions place limitations on smoking. 
 Be sure to properly dispose of cigarette butts along with all other trash you generate. 


